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Date of entry in Register: 

04 June 1998 

Name of applicant/court: 

2Brothers Films 

Applicant to the Labelling Body: 

Not Applicable 

Title of Publication: 

The Hills Have Eyes 

Other Known Titles: 

Not Stated 

Director: 

Wes Craven 

Producer: 

Peter Locke 

Publisher: 

Not Applicable 

Author: 

Not Applicable 

Format: 

Film 35mm 

Country of Origin: 

USA 

Language: 

English 


• • 

Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: The Hills Have Eyes 

Trailers: 

Excision/Alteration: No. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 

Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

... Please turn over 


Running time: 
Running time: 

Total Running time: 


85.59 

85.59 


tmpl3C.tmp 




Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence. 


• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on 03 June 1998 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The classification of the 35mm film entitled The Hills Have Eyes has been 
reconsidered and is altered. It is now classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The film was submitted for reconsideration of its classification to the Office of Film and 
Literature Classification (Classification Office) under s42(1) of the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993. The film was rejected by the Film Censors Office 
on 23 August 1979. In the Film Censors Office Register of Films, the note attached to 
the film states the reasons for rejection were “Violence, anti-social behaviour”. This 
35mm film is verified as the same as the current submission. 

The Hills Have Eyes was made in the 1970s and is about an American family getting 
stuck in scrubland and coming into conflict with cave-dwelling savages. The film uses 
suspense and violence, and contains some horrific images. Matters of concern arise 
from some of the film’s depictions of serious physical harm and cruelty, which are 
depicted in a particularly graphic manner. However, the graphic violence is of limited 
extent. Sexual violence is also briefly depicted. The Classification Office considers 
that any injury from the film’s availability would be likely to be minimised if the film is 
restricted to an adult audience. Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions 
of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. The restriction on the availability of the film 
resulting from this classification is considered to be reasonable and demonstrably 
justifiable owing to the film’s depiction of violence, cruelty, and sexual violence and the 
purpose for which it has been produced. 
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